
Trustee Council Fact Sheet 
 

 CDFG is a designated natural resource Trustee, authorized to act on 
behalf of the public (along with other Federal and State Trustee 
agencies) to assess and recover natural resource damages and to plan 
and implement actions to restore, rehabilitate, replace, or acquire the 
equivalent of the affected natural resources injured as a result of a 
discharge of oil or a deleterious substance.   

 
 Typically, after a natural resource damage case is settled, a Trustee 
Council (TC) is established to accomplish restoration goals using 
funds awarded as a result of the damage claim.  The participating 
Trustees sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that facilitates 
the coordination and cooperation of the TC. 

 
 The TC prepares a draft Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan 
(DARP).  This document contains details regarding the spill, impacts 
to natural resources and their uses, restoration project selection 
criteria, and descriptions of the proposed restoration projects.   

 
 After completion of the draft DARP, the TC notifies the public of its 
availability for review, and invites the public to submit written 
comments.  A public workshop may be held during the public 
comment period in order to further encourage public participation.  
After consideration of all public comment, a final DARP is developed 
and projects are implemented. 

 
********* 

 
On behalf of CDFG, OSPR currently participates in a number of Trustee 
Councils established for natural resource damage cases involving releases 
of deleterious substances to the environment.  To view documents produced 
by the different Trustee Councils, click on the links for “Resolved Cases” 
below and look under “Available Documents and Links”.  For more 
information, contact Rob Hughes at OSPR at rhughes@ospr.dfg.ca.gov. 


